It is daily observed in treating fractures of long bones, such as the tibia and femur, that, notwithstanding the most careful and effectual means are employed to retain the corresponding surfaces in situ, they remain moveable for many days, and, indeed, generally for the best part of three weeks; during the whole of which period the crepitation heard or felt by moving the limb is as distinct as immediately after the injury has occurred. The mobility usually ceases very suddenly, and the limb all at once regains such a degree of firmness as to sustain its own weight, or resist any other equivalent force tending to bend it; but if subjected to more considerable violence at this time, it gives way again at the part originally fraciured. About ten days afterwards, I was much surprised to learn that she had died in consequence of some internal disease, and having procured permission to dissect the limb that had been fractured, obtained possession of the bones for their more careful examination. When divested of their muscular coverings, they presented an appearance hardly differing from that naturally belonging to them. All the pieces into which they had been broken were firmly united to each other and to their shafts, and were covered with a periosteum of usual consistence. On closer examination, the interstices between these portions were found to be occupied by a soft bloody gelatinous substance, to ascertain the precise extent of which the preparation was macerated. 
